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2016 

 
Please email the completed form to both your supervisor and the Research 
Project Module leader (psmith@brooksbymelton.ac.uk) by 22nd March 2016 
 
Please note that it is essential that you have discussed your ideas with your 
supervisor before completing and submitting this form. 
 
Your name: 
Chelsea Burgin 
 
Your course: 
HND in Creative Media Production 
 
Your supervising tutor: 
Paul Smith 
 
Please describe the topic of study, research questions and possible 
outcome (abstract) you will be exploring in this study: 
For this Research Project I will explore the Disney Princess films, and present 
how certain the princesses give out positive, and negative, morals to a child. 
And point out the positives and negatives with justification.  
 
I will present my results, which I will find through a combination of qualitative, 
and quantitative research, in the form of a video essay. My video essay will 
contain clips from the films, where I will explain each negative and redeeming 
positive. Through my results I hope to present that there are positive 
messages to the Disney princesses and not just negative ones. 
 
I am confident that, based on my own personal idea of looking more deeply in 
a situation to understand something, I will be able to present those films with 
positive morals, and a negative moral, in a way that can be justified.  
 
It is my hope that I can give a justified personal view on Disney princesses, 
and their impact, with justified research to back it up. As well as present how a 
story can leave something positive, and ambitious, behind in the viewer’s 
mind. 
 
Provisional title for the study: 
Disney princesses: Positive or Negative role models? 
 
Do you intend to include a practical component in your research 
project? If so, then please explain how it will relate to the overall 
research project focus: 
I will use a practical research through Action research (living theory) 
methodology and into looking at how the Disney princesses give off positive 
and negative moral. Using my own opinion as an example, I plan to conduct 
questionnaires, and interview some of my fellow students, to gather opinions 
of others. 



 
Please give a brief overview of your previous experience of this topic 
(e.g from previous modules/units) and outline the areas that you started 
to explore so far in your research: 
I’ve previously looked at Disney films (briefly) and their impact during my 
second year of college in film studies.  Through this study the class looked at 
the more negative aspects of the films. And at the racism, representation of 
women and other content of the films. 
To start I began to make a list of films that first sprang to my mind that give 
out a positive morals for children. 
 
Research Project Sources: Bibliography 
It is important that there is a sufficient amount of research material on the 
proposed topic. Please set out a provisional list of the relevant sources below 
in alphabetical order and using the Harvard Referencing system. 
 
Audio/visual resources (e.g. DVD, CD, live performance): 
 
Monsters University (2013) [Now TV] 
 
Frozen (2013) [Now TV] 
 
Wreck it Ralph (2012) [Now TV] 
 
Princess and the Frog (2009) [DVD] 
 
Pocahontas (1995) [Now TV] 
 
Beauty and the Beast (1991) [Now TV] 
 
The Little Mermaid (1989) [DVD] 
 
Alice in Wonderland (1951) [Now TV] 
 
 


